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invade the Greek
isle of Vassiliki

Photos

recognised the Greek village last month: the urquoise bay

was ablaze with Hobse colours ae 118 teams from 16
niaticns (froem as tar as Australia, Namlbla, Gusdsloupe amd
hantinigue) fought each other for the 2B8th Hobie 18 Eurapean
champicnghip tille,

Hosted by Wikdwind Sailing Holidays, this wak the first ever
Hobis Europeans b be hald in Gresce. |t was also the best
attemadad tor many years = this was thanks 1o a travel subskdy
arrangernent lor leams bringing their own boats and the
avallability af 48 chartar boats {supplied by Wildwind and Hobia
Ewrcgma), The recing wes organised by the Toroneos catamaran
club of Thesaloniki, under the auspices of the Hellanic Yachiing
Fedaeration and the European Hobie Cal class association:

Lefkas is a beautitul istand situsied some &0 miles souih of
Coru; Vassiliki bay lies at the souteemmost lig and is surrounded
by mouniaing on threae aides that create a famous thammal wind
affact in the aftemoone. For this reason thera are a number of

ﬂ nyane who hid visitad Vassiliki in the past would have nol

sailing and windeurfing cenfres along the beach which keep at
bay the bucket and spade’ leudsm that is associated with
othar lalands.



Diays aone and two

At the opening caremony he cormpetitons wers walcomed by
the local comenunity with a dazzing display of Greek dancing
and fireworks. The first two deys of the cornpetition wara
denobed to the youth, masters and woman's championahips
which were taking placs il the samea tima &5 the cpen
qualification sarias.

Brian Phipps, the RYA youth mullihull coach, was in
aitendance supporing fve Brilish youth aama. Hi was amply
rawarded for his efforts: out of a total of 15 youth feams (mene
than were at the 1SAF Youth worids), John Worthington and Tom
Quayle wara never placed lower than second and comfodably
bk first place ovarall in B senes af five races. Team Smith and
Lynch alao made it thraugh the qualification rouncls but wang
penarally frustrated by minar technical problems with their boat.

& French tsam of Feratd and Dogho won the women's event,
with Britain's Kami Marshall and Helen Scott corming & close
sacond. The German team of Szaimamal and Blum capiured the
Mastars ik,

Tussday night saw the up-and-coming British band, Anmads,
take 10 the stage and compsatitors rocked the night eway while
thosa in the results rooms calculated just who wonsd quafify hor
the finals n the gald fleet

Finally 1he 28 qualifying places were announcad, these teams
joining the 35 pri-gualified beams eollacting brand new galls from
tha faciany to sail the ramaindar of the Senes with an the
Wednesdey marning.

\with 1he teams aplit in 1o gold and silver, the quality of the fiekd
becams evident — with Some SUrPrising Rames wWare pushed aut
in 1o larger then normal siver leat, Thie depth of gkill was
neadad as not one of the five races Sailed was hald n less
than 25 knots!

Yachts and ¥Yachling
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Day three

On the Wednesday, the race cficer Sook e Sest oo o tha
bay at idday and was froes o o e Do, =igal hor over
twio hours — awaiting the farntas oS- SEEEE WL

Whan il inally armved. & & S0 Wi & sSepeance. an amazing
£last for Woethingion and Dusyie Sow Tam Eee T3 place.
Simon kMorgan, Wikdeind = e ook e leaa 107 Twid BEgE
but finlsted Mth in this recs ard & deapecetrg 13T oversll.

A ganond rece was stered, bl comeng BB T final
downwind leg, ‘A" mark had drfec = 300 of muier thers wWas
always the patential for such proesa, The oE0E ToEl
irmmediately put & rescoe Dost on e w0 M B33, bul
moma of The cnfnpatdmsm-ms'tph--tmﬁbms and
he race Wes agandonsd

Thursday saw amﬂ:arnﬂdlgﬂtﬂﬂnuwdﬁhg m
aarlier, 1hree races wens haid T ngess o 35-40 krots.

T first of the day's races was W Ty o T e many
talian igams, Fantasia and S The gecond — dus 0 a
CApSIZE O an interestngy ot frsh ime - Secame 2 speciacls
of epic nmpmﬁmwNErnld—n-mﬁri&ﬂ and,
judging by fhe Frantic QESHCIANONE ToMLrLs Engusgesl

Cal supremo Mitch Booff, wilh e Sesams gowTTwing
boalspeed, mamgad:tn-mmhﬂu:&&ﬁslimt
yictary, whils the Brilsh === = Sepwewes = Eand showed
{hair cregeniels oy takng e = i T S TS

Tha final race was aqusly sscling, s T wind had HOW il
:,%Hurﬂmrsuemhgmﬂﬂuﬂ-im-mm
anather firsl place sach

Om Thursday muwﬂMEm! kg
to th mmwl“ﬁta:ﬂmnal Greek
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